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SP ACE FICTION ADVENTURE IN PICTURES No 120 
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IN DEEP SPACE STRANGE THINGS HAPPEN ... 

THE STELLAR CRUISER ' VESTERION ' CRA5HED INTO THE HEART 
OF THE SUN UNDER THE DIRECT CONTROL OF HER CAPTAIN . . . THE 
SPACE TUG ' CALLISTO IV ' ENGAGED FULL SPACE DRIVE WHILST 
ANCHORED IN THE ASTEROID BELT, TEARING HERSELF IN TWO . . . 
BUT THE STRANGEST CASE OF AU BEGAN IN 2246 WHEN THE 
TERRAN PROBESHIP, OSMA, WAS UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 
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DURING CONSTRUCTION A LASER CHANNEl 
RUPTURED ANDONLY TORRIN’S OUICKF ( 
REACTIONS SAVED ANDERSON FROM/ v 
INCINERATION«U'C^^.|l\W<jr V, 


GETOUTOF IT! 











AS OSMA IEFT THE SOlAR SYSTEM, IIEUTENANT ANDERSON PREPARED FOR HIS 
LONG APPRENTICESHIP TO FULL ENGINEER — 


yWELL THAT'S PART OF MY EDUCATION, THANKS 
[7 TO MACK — IT'LL BE )0 YEARS BEFORE I SEE *r 
öL HIM AGAIN. I WON'T WASTE HIS CAREFUl ƒ 
1 l Fl-T TEACHING, 


SHIP DEPARitD. HER MOTORS DRIVING HER INTO THE DETP BLACK VOID OF SP ACE 




THE YEARS PASSED WITH THE OSMA CREW WITNESSING SIGHTS NEVER SEEN BY A 
HUMAN BEFORE... 
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.. . THE ION STORMS OF AlPHA CFNTAURI. THE THOUSAND COLOU& 

SUNSETS OF EPSILON FORNAX . .. AU FAITHFULLY LOGGED BY UEUTENANT MACK TORRIN. 


THEY SKIRTED BLACK HOLES THAT SUCKED PLANETS INTO THEIR EVER HUNGRY CORES ... 
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A BEACON THAT WAS WAITING WITH A TERRIBLE MESSAGE 


ANDTHEN THEY PICKED UP THE FIRST EVIDENCE OF LIFE IN SP ACE BEYOND THE SOLAR 
SYSTEM . . . RADAR SCANNERS FOUND THE OBJECT . . . SMALl.. . METALLIC . . . SOMEf 
SORT OF BEACON.. .■M/' / ÊÊ 


SOURCE OF SIGNAL 
IS NOT KNOWN... 





TERMINALS WERE LIMKED TO THE SHIP'S COMPUTER SYSTEM AMD IT RELATED ITS STORY IM A 
BINARY LANGUAGE .. . A KILLER COMET HAD WANDERED THE SPACEWAYS SINCE THE pg^ 
CREATiON OF THE UNIVERSE, INFECTED WITH A CHEMICAL STRUCTURE THAT BRED A Sjfe 
DI5EA5E 50 DEADLY THAT A HANDFUL OF THE MATERIAL COULp WIPE OUT^ENTIRE ggg|| 

PLANET. *■ - -lISSI 


THE WARNING BEACON HAD BEEN ONE OF MANY INSERTED INTO GALACT IC ORBITS. BY A 
ONCE GREAT NATION IN DECLINE AS A RESUIT OF THE LETHAL COMET. 
















... AND THEN THE COMET PASSED CLOSE TO THEIR HOME SUN. MATERIAl WAS DRAWN 
FROMTHE DEADLY VISITOR BY THE GRAVJTATION OF NEARBY PLANETS . 
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DRIVEN BY THE SOIAR WIND5, THE VIRUS ||;;|| 
ENTERED THE PIANET'S ATMOSPHERE. AS All 
LIFE IN THIS SECTOR OF THE GALAXY WAS’; 
BASICALLY MAMMAIIAN, THE CENTRAL |j 
NERVOUS SYSTEA-^ WAS AFFECTED, AflH& 
MADNE5S, AN IRRATIONAL HATRED OfW 
FELLOW BEINGS WELLED UP IN THE ALIENS— 


i OUR COMRADES TRY TO KUL U$! . 
WHEN I REACH SAFETY, l’M GOING 
■I III Wm TO KILL YOU. HK 
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AFFECTED BY THE VIRUS, MACK TORRIN 
STRUGGLED TO RETAIN SANITY LONG ENOUGH 
TO REACHSAFETY—I 


1 


ONE BY ONE THE CREW KILLED EACH OTHER — 


KJ 


WHAT IS THIS INSANITY? 
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WITH NO HUMAN CONTACT, THE VIRUS LAY DORMANT IN TORRIN'5 SYSTEM. HE COULDN'T 
RISK FURTHER INFECTION BY IEAVING THE SEALED COMMAND UNIT. 




SO l'M TRAPPED HERE ... AU AlONE 
ON A VAST SHIP WITH ONLY A 
COMPUTER TO PLAY WITH! 
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ALONE ON THE VAST CRAFT. TORRIN TRANSFERRED ALL THE BEACON'S INFORMATION TO 
OSMA'5 COMPUTER. IT TOLD OF AN ANTIDOTE AND THE ATTEMPTS MADE TO SAVE THE GALAXY. 
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I OR HUNDREDS OF YEARS THEY MOVED AHEAD OF THE COMET, SENDING BACK, BY 
LICHT PU: SE WAVE, THE RECORD OF THEIR VISITS .... «- 


TOO IA7E TO SAVE THEMSELVES THEY SENT THEIR DRONES TO 
THE SYSTEMS BEYOND. THE DRONES WERE PROGRAMMED TO 
MAKÉ CONTACT WITH INHABITED PLANETS AND LEAVE THE 
ANTIDOTE WITH THE LEADERS . . . ■■■> ^ jr&MCnW 









IT WAS THENTHAT TORRIN REALISED 
SOMETHING - 


HE SEARCHED THE BEACON’5 MEMORY FOR A 
REPORT FROM THE DRONES ON EARTH AND 
FOUND THE TERRIBLE TRUTH ... I 
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<!OUTER ESPlRAL.... 

SOM TYPE - B GAMAAA.... 
TTUBD PLANET GVlLISEP..» 


JUPE! EARTH LIES RIGHT IN THE 
COMET'S PATH. 






THE DRONE HAD REACHED THE EARTH, LONG BEFORE OSMA WAS THOUGHT OF, AND IT 
WAS AnRACTED BY.TËRRANDEFENCE SYSTEMS. • . 
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YEAR5 PA55ED AND OSMA WAS LAUNCHED. ANDERSON BECAME A PllOT LIEUTENANT 
AND FROM HIS STATION NE AR NEPTUNE. ... 
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BUT THE PUISE BEAM DïSlNTEGRATED IN EA RTH'S 
ACT1VATED POSITRON DEFENCE FIELD LEAVINGJH 

NOCIUEOF Th£ ANTIDOTE'S WHER5ABOUT5 I 


I HAVE GREEN ON AU THE FLIGHT 
CHECKS... ROUTINE LOGS KEYED 
AND VERIFIED ... OBJECT STANDS 
BH AT 60 ABST ... T*-^ 
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THE HUGE 5AT7ERED CRAFT SMASH ED IT5 WAV CUT INTO EMPTY SPACE. SWEEPING*"’^^^ 
ASIDE THE LIFE BUBBIE — *\* , ^ 
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IN THE CONTROL POOM OF THE ONCÉ PROUD SHIP SAT MACK TORRIN 
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HE USTENED ONCE MORE TO THE RECORDED VOICE OF THE LONG DEAD CAPTAIN OF THE OSMA. 


r 


X 


BEFORE THE MADNESS COMES AGAIN ... YOU 
MUST STOP IT ... WARN EARTH . . . YOU MUST 
SAVE THE EARTH... YOU MUST. 











MEANWHILE, A WORRIED BASE COMMANDER COMMUNICATED VIA VID-UNK WITH THE 

SPACE COUNCIl ON EARTH. WjS ƒ ^ ^-* 

ƒ [ THERE IS SOMETHING WRONG WITH 

/ ( THE OSMA. OUR TELEMETRY SYSTEMS 

V SHOW SHE IS NOW ON ADIRECT 
COLÜSION COURSE WITH THIS BASE 
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SHOOT IT DOWN BEFOREIT IS TOO 
IATE. THE 05MA MUST BE DESTROYED. 
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ON THE EARTH SURVEY BASE, THE COMMANDER CUT COMMUNICATIONS WITH EARTH. 
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/* THANK THE STARS ... I WAS DRAWN IN M 
THROUGH AN AIR LOCK WHICHClOSED ON 
IMPACT WITH THE ASTEROID5 ... THE CABIÊS 
STOPPED ME FROM SMASHING INTO THE HULl 
k -yVfWAUS. . r I —I 



















ANDERSON SEARCHED FOR THE CONTROL ROOM 


5FRANGE .. . NO SIGN 
ITT OF THE CREW. -Mg 


HE HEADÈD FOR AN UPPER DECK 
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: *, >£ CON7ROL ROOM O F TH: MlG^fv SH.P ThHRE WAS NO MOVEmENT AS 
SS OF STSaiN iOCK THE.R TQLL ON THE GAUN7 FlGURE ÏHf CONTPOiS . . \ 


AND THE OSMA IEAPT FORWARD AT MAXIMUM THRUST TOWARDS EARTH SURVEY BASE 
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HE REACHED THE CONTROL ROOM AND SPRINTED INSIDE 


ORS SWUNG OPEN AND ANDERSO.N STARED AT THE FIGURE | 
D AT.tHE CON TROLS — L| lil 
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r PREPARE A STATEMENT—CELEBRATIONS TO 
WELCOME THE RETURN OF THE OSMA WERE 
HALTED TODAY WHEN IT WAS LEARNED THAT THE 
>. MISSIÖN MAY HAVE BEEN A FAIIURE. IATEST < 
REPORTS ARE OF A COLUSION WITH THE SURVEY / 
BASE IN ORBIT OF NEPTUNE ... 
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IN THE DEBRIS OF THE CRASH, EYES FLICKERED OPEN 


BRIAN 


WITH HIS DYING BREATH MACK WAS TRYING TO WARN EARTH OF THE COMET 





IN THE TANGLED WRECKAGE, A DAZED FIGURE PULLED HIMSELF CLEAR OF SOME 
WRECKAGE- B H 6 VR» 


f SOMEHOWTHISPARTOFTHE 
OSMA SURVIVED THE COLLISION 


BUT, UNSEEN IT ENTERED THE SOLAR SYSTEM AND SPED PAST THE PLANETS ON A COURSE 
THAT WOUtD TAKE IT CLOSE TO EARTH NOTHING COULD STOP THE KILLER COMETTHAT • 
CARRIED THE SEEDS OF DEATH IN ITS FROZEN MASS. >09 
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ONCE EACH YEAR THE STRUCTURE CONTAINING THE 
ANTiDOTE WILL POINT IN THE EXACT APPROACH PATH OF 
THE KUIER COMET. YOU MUST FIND THE PLACE BEFORE IT 
IS TOO LATE AND RELEASE THE ANTIDOTE OR THE EARTH 

is doomed ... t- m mm 




MACK'S STRENGTH GAVE OUT AND HE DIED. THERE WAS LITTLE ANDERSON COULD DO 
BUT USE A SHUTTLE TO ESCAPE.' F/ 
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C WITH LUCK THIS SHIP SHOULD )&S§i 
LAST THE JOURNEY BACK TO EARTH 
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THE REMNANTS OF THE OSMA WERE RIPPED APART BY A MASSIVE EXPLOSIO N AS DRIV E 
UNITS FRACTURED IN THE COLLISION, RELEASEO THEIR ENERGY UNCHECKED. | 


I WILLNEVER FOKGET YOUMACK.. .1 WILl 
FIND THE ANTIDOTS. ALL OF U5 OWE THAT MUCH 
rr TO THE GREAT CIVIUSATION THAT ONCE JjJ 
REIGNED BEYOND THE STARS. ’BHa 
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AND ON EARTH, CHAOS REIGNED. THE WORLD PRESIDENT RECEIVED GRIM NEWS FROM 
All OVER THE GLOBE. 
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WE HAVE NO HOPE OF FINDING AN 
ANTIDOTE IN TIME. THERE IS NOTHING 
THAT CAN BE DONE TO STOP THE * 
V -T DISEASE SPREADING.T- 


ill 1 




/ 


■J 


/ 






















47 


WE ARE DOOMED! THE HUMAN RACE WAS 
MAKING SUCH GREAT STEPS FORWARD AND 
NOW... 
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SUDDENLY. A SCREEN FUCKERED INTO LIFE — 
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MR PRESIDENT! WE HAVE P1CKED UP A U. 
SPACECRAFT COMING IN FROM NEPTUNE ) 
SECTOR. THE PILOT CLAIMS THERE IS AN C 
ANTIDOTE HIDDEN. HE ASKS THAT WE PATCH 1 
HIM INTO OUR MAINFRAME COMPUTER SYSTEMS. 
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_J ONLY ONE SPOT HAS AU REQUIREMENTS— L_ 
CO-ORD NUMBERS ARE:- 27 deg. 3’ — 27 deg. 12'S 


AND 109 deg. 14' -- 109 deg. 28'W 






THE 5HIP SCREAMED AT MAXIMUM VElOCITY INTO A SUB-ORBITAL FLIGHT PATH 








AUTOMATIC SAFETY! I MUST'-k 
OVERRIOE THE COMPUTER. I MUST )' ' 
^tback^oncourse. 
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THE ANTIDOTE HAS BEEN FROZEN 
IN THESE STONE FACES FOR • 
CENTURIES. BUT HOW DO I SPREAD 
IT ROUND THE WORLD IN TIME TO 
'—r SAVE ENOUGH PEOPIE? T"^ 


OKAY, COMPUTER — THAT'S AU 
THE INFORMATION — CAN YOU 
r COME UP WITH A SOLUTION? 1 
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DFSPFRATION IEAD TO NO DElAY 


m. P!CK YOUR M 
SPOT, COMPUTER 


POSSIBLE ANSWER TO PROBLEM. THIS^ 
ISLAND, EASTER ISLAND, ANCIENT 
TERRAN NAME FOR LANDMASS OF 
VOLCANIC ORIGIN. LIES IN VICINITY OF 
CRACK IN EARTH'S CRUST ON SEABED. 
IF THIS CRACK CAN BE FOUND, 
POSSIBIIITY OF CONTROLLED 


EXPLOSION 
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INFRA-RED AND 
THERMAl 
MONITORS 
INDICATE 
EXTERNAL 
TEMPERATURE 15 IN 
EXCESS OF 
2000 DEG. C.... 
ANDRISING. 


MAIFUNCTION! PRIMARY AND 
SECONDARY SYSTEMS BLOWN. NO 
POWER IN LES5 THAN 20 SECONDS. 
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AUTODESTRUCT HAS 
. TO BLOW A CRACK 
BIG ENOUGH TO LET 
THE MOLTEN LAVA 
AND GASSES 
ESCAPE. 
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AUTODESTRUCT SEQUENCE 
... ANDEJECT. 
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THEN UKE THE ROARING OF A WIND, GAS, LA VA AND FORCE5 OF UNIMAGINABLE 
PRESSURE 




















THE MADNESS IEFT PEOPLE 


ANO THAT'S WHAT HAPPENED! IS 
THE MADNESS ERADICATED? TT 


NOT QUlTE ... BUT NOW WE HAVE 
THE ANTIDOTE, IT ISONIY A MATTER 
f OF TIME BEFORE IT IS EllMINATED. 1 












AT LAST. THE PURPOSE OF THESE STONE IDOLS HAS 
BEEN DISCOVERED ... AND SAVED THE WORLD. I . 
WONDER IF ANY OF THE OTHER MYSTERIES HAVE 
S -T SECRETS LIKE THIS? 1 --- ■ 


Printed and Published in Greot Britain by D.C. THOMSON & CO-, LTD 
185 Flee» Street, london, EC4A 2HS. © D.C. TH0M50N & CO.. LTD., 19 




















SPACEME N _2 


Gemmi 1 1 pilot, Lieutenant Commander Richard rrantis isoraon jr„ 
37, was launthed on 12th September, 1966. His 2 day 23 hr. 
17 min. 8 sec. mission was followed by flying around the Moo n in 
Apollo 1 2, launched on 14th November, 1 969 and lasting 1 O days 
4 hrs. 36 min. 25 sec. As with most other astronauts, he has 
retired from the spa ce programme and is now in industry. 
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